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at Vishalgad. That stronghold, as has been related, had
been taken by the Moghuls and afterwards betrayed by
their commandant to the Harathas. In December 1701
Parashuram Trimbak threw himself into Vishalgad,
determined, if possible, to retain it. Fat eh Ulla Khan, who
commanded the besiegers, began his operations by massacring
the entire population between Panhala and Vishalgad, a
distance of about forty miles5. The Moghuls began the
siege with a resolution that they had not shewn since the
sieges of Bijapur and Golconda. Not only earth, but camel
saddles, corpses of dead men and bodies of cattle were
used to bring the siege works ever closer to the walls.
Nevertheless for six months tho garrison sustained with
constancy all assaults. Then bribing Pateh Ulla Khan,
Parashuram Trimbak left Vishalgad with his regular troops.
On the 4th June 1702 a few hill-men surrendered to the
Moghul general f- After this success, bought by rivers oi'
his soldiers' blood, Aurangzib rested his troops. When
the monsoon had passed, he moved to Poona and sat down
before Sinhgad, Itjgll in^ April 1703 after a siege of three
and a half months. But its capitulation was only obtained
by a present of money to the commandant, who led out
his garrison with the honours of war. Tho rainy season ,
of 1703 tho emperor spent in Poona. In December of that t
year to February 16th 1704 he was engaged in the invest-
ment and capture ot Rajgad. In March 1704 Torn&fell'
by assault k                "~

Thus by 1704 the emperor had so far achieved his object, }
that he had taken the chief Maratha strong places.   But \
he was further than ever from the conquest of the Maratha  ;
people.    He had boasted that he would soon crush his
enemies now that the great king's house had dwindled to
his two infant grandsons.   But he was to learn that the
death , p{ ..Rajarapi ha,d in no,,, w$y wftkpned the Maratha
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